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Anglo-Saxons?!

Issues for the Early Anglo-Saxons: 

• Establishment of the various 
kingdoms in Britain, aka the 
heptarchy: Northumbria, Mercia, 
East Anglia, Essex, Kent, Sussex, 
and Wessex 

• (Re)Christianization: Augustine of 
Canterbury (sent from Rome): 
Non Angli, sed angeli  

• The Council of Whitby: 663/664: Irish 
or Roman Christianity?







Theodosian Walls
Built during the reign of Theodosius II (408-450)



Theodosian Walls





Hagia Sophia (above), built 
between 532-537  

San Vitale (526-547)



The Imperial Door, Hagia Sophia 



The Imperial Door, San Vitale





From left to right: Six scholae palatinae (aka the scholares), a civil servant, Belisarius, Justinian 
(centre), Julianus Argentarius, Archbishop Maximianus, two priests



Apse mosaic depicting JC offering the crown to Justinian



From left to right: two palace officials (perhaps Narses?), Theodora (centre), Antonina (wife of 
Belasarius) and their daughter, Julia Anicia (a princess), four misc. ladies in waiting



The Empire Strikes Back! The East Roman Empire 
and the reconquest of the west



The Gothic War (535-554): Aftermath 

Expansion of the Byzantine Empire between 527 and 565 



The Gothic War (535-554): Aftermath 

• Rome suffered massive damage; 
it is left largely abandoned and 
in ruins 

• Milan and other cities destroyed 
• Senate disappears (578-580) 
• Lombards invade and take much 

of Italy by the end of the 6th c.  



The Gothic War (535-554): Aftermath 

The reign of J as turning point 

• Power in the Med shifts WEST to the 
Lombards and esp. the Franks 

• Italy is fragmented (Imperial and 
Lombard territories) 

• The Empire was bankrupt and 
exhausted  

• Also exclusively GREEK in character 
and language 

• The west…left on its own…



What about the EAST?




