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The Plan This Last Class Day for Us, Class #6 
• Part I: Summing up what we have learned, WHAT MATTERS and is shaping the 2024 

elections; and what broader changes that affect races up and down the ballot?;

• IF WE HAVE TIME, WE CAN MOVING TO A HARDER PLACE – GET READY! – A TOUGHER 
ARGUMENT ABOUT THIS ELECTION AND WHAT HAPPENS AFTERWARDS…

• Part II: What of the aftermath of 05 November - the conditions & expectations affect the 
Politics of 2024 onwards to 2025?;  WHAT TO WATCH this year & moving forward?

• THE VERY DIFFERENT POST-ELECTION PREPPING SCENARIOS for each Candidate.
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With Your Free Time, Navigate to HERE:
270towin.com

3

Another Way to Go…

• Create YOUR OWN map based on what YOU are seeing above.  

• What we are seeing:

• Shifts in the coalitions for Democrats from 2008; 2016; and 2020;

• These shifts are among the polling sub-groups we have identified given the 
Harris’ campaign’s BASE+ / BasePlus Model for Turnout.

• There is much less under-sampling of Trump voters & sentiment than in 2016 
and 2020.
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Do “The People” Know Better Than the Scholars?!
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Belief in Winner by Voter Subsets: 
Current citizen forecast points to a Harris victory in November. How confident can we be in this forecast? Well we do have solid baseline data on the 

accuracy of voter expectations from past US presidential elections.
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Our Guest Speaker, Ben Shultz

• Working on dis-information; mis-information, and mal-information as 
perpetrated by foreign actors, entities, organizations, and governments;

• Part of the Team at the American Sunlight Project, run by Nina 
Jankowicz; 

• Work widely published – even as a young scholar and researcher! – on 
Russian disinformation and use of official and unofficial channels for 
creating false flags, falsehoods, and other attempts to leverage their 
opponents. 
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Disinformation as a Part of “Conflict” – 
Hybrid(-ized) Conflict & the Demise of “War”

The argument is this:

•Nowadays hybrid warfare (other names – proxy war, non-linear war, soft 
power theory, chaos theory, synergetic, dissipative structure theory, systematic 
theory) is the way we conduct power relations in the post-9/11 era.

•Hybrid conflict/warfare does not absolutely enable the definition and use of 
“aggression” as conceived under the UN General Assembly in 1974, Article 1. 

•Aggression is the use of the force of arms against sovereignty, territorial integrity and 
political independence of another state or any other way, contradictory to UN Charter, 
as it is defined in the current definition.

•Aggression and force become fungible concepts in this realm.
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What is Hybrid Conflict? Theoretical Base

Hybrid Conflict combines elements of an insurgency, along with 
nation-building, sectarian strife, and domestic Terrorism.
Hybrids are likely to pose challenges for Alliances & cooperation, 
with multiple actors & decision-makers involved.

A “strategic dilemma” is created because our presence is likely to 
exacerbate rather than improve the given situation.

Q.: Are there violent and non-violent aspects of hybrids?
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How Hybrid Warfare Can Work: An Example

• According to this definition:

• Information is the “currency” of this type of conflict;
• The “psychological aspect” of the warfare is planned in 

accordance with public relations scenarios. 
• Can include the leakage of misinformation and its presentation in a 

positive light allowing for the distortion and differing 
assessments of what is happening;

• This can demoralize citizens; lead to negative feelings,  and in 
the short run, provides defection to the side of the informational 
aggressor.

• Sound familiar at all to you?  Recall this?  Recall how and what 
has occurred / is occuring in the Ukraine?
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How Does This Approach Work Beyond Doctrine 
and in Practice for the Russians?
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How Does This Approach Work?
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Is it not a Hybrid but a Hydra?
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How This Can Work – in the Politics of the U.S.

• Take a recent publication – still available on Facebook, yet taken down in 
the regular 
• DC Weekly isn't a published newspaper, it only exists online. It comes from 

Moscow and is run by John Mark Dougan, an American ex-cop, who fled to 
Moscow when he was investigated by the FBI in 2016, and runs a network 
of AI-powered fake news sites like the Houston Post, Chicago Crier, Boston 
Times, etc. in addition to DC Weekly. 
• They use fake American sounding names and include photo's of real 

Americans with the fake names, like a story attributed to a journalist 
"Jessica Devlin", who doesn't seem to exist as a journalist and whose 
picture was actually Judy Batalion, an American author. 
• Recently posted an article from the Chicago Chronicle, a newspaper that 

went out of business in 1908.
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Take Out Your Website Laundry!
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Use This Website: 
https://informationlaundromat.com/ 

• Let’s say that You have a website / URL / web address – and You want to check 
the “validity” of what is there simply by checking:

• The “sharing” among websites of information; 
    +
• The “architecture” among websites of information;

Call this a laundromat that provides two core functions: content similarity and website 
domain forensics matching

THIS ALLOWS US TO COMPARE INFORMATION AND MANIPULATION OF 
WEBSITES CONTENT BY OUTSIDE SOURCES AND UNMASKING THEIR 
METADATA USE;

THIS ALLOWS US TO CREATE ”TIERS” FOR WEBSITES AND INFORMATION 
THAT APPEARS ON WEBPAGES.  

18

18

https://informationlaundromat.com/
https://informationlaundromat.com/


10/23/24

10

For Example, See:
https://informationlaundromat.com/dashboard 
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Shall We Play a Game??
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https://informationlaundromat.com/dashboard
https://www.getbadnews.com/en/intro


10/23/24

11

21

What to make of the 2024 United States 
Presidential Election - which is the nation’s 60th 
quadrennial presidential election, set to be held 

on Tuesday, November 5, 2024?

22



10/23/24

12

The Big Picture – 13 Days Out (<300 HOURS OUT)

• “The BIG Picture:” How will this Election  “work” in the midst of dramatic 
Economic, Social, & Political Changes Amidst a “Culture War” and Changing 
Demographics?

• How Harris has changed the race; What to pay attention to here, ≊ 2 weeks out?

• TOP LINE ANALYSIS:  Harris did close the gaps;
Fundamentally changed the race; yet VP Harris 
has not done enough to alter the structural 
EC advantage of Trump.  
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Reading the Tea Leaves…

24



10/23/24

13

The Bizarre World of Elections Forecasting

• Let's start there with: What are some of the more interesting, if 
bizarre models of measuring the Presidential outcome?

• A: ”The Best Picture,” Oscars (since 1976); 
• B: The Los Angeles Lakers in the NBA Finals (since 1960);
• C: Rauch’s Rule – More than 14 years? (since 1976);
• D: Home State Disadvantage vs. Swing State Status (since 1980)?
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RECALL – The “Science of Elections:” 
What Do We Always Say… “This Election is The Most…”???
• The Science of Elections is not a “tastes great, less filling,” X versus Y proposition.

• How is 2024 different?  Is the past really prologue for the future?

• Why does that matter for your interests and your understanding of politics and 
for your Family, Friends, and Relations moving forward?

• Why we are in “new” territory? What to watch, how to ”see over-the-horizon?”

• How to be Your own “Psephologist:” Where to find data & analysis:

• https://www.thegreenpapers.com/ 
• https://www.reuters.com/world/us/key-dates-2024-us-presidential-race-2024-01-30/ 
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https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/psephology
https://www.thegreenpapers.com/
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What Does Our UPDATED ”Time for Change” (TfC) Model Predict?:

27

Candidate Pop. Vote Range Pop. Vote %
Prediction

E.C. Range Final E.C. Total:
(RANGE)

Harris 47.2 to 53.2% 50.7 (+/- 1.9)% 255 - 285 273 - 276

Trump 45.1 to 51.1% 49.3 (+/- 1/9)% 251 - 287 265 - 262

Wild Card 1? NV as TIED 267 - 265

Wild Card 2? Harris Wins AZ 284 - 256

Wild Card 3? Harris Wins PA; 
Lose GA,NV, & AZ

(The 269-269 
Possibility?)

280-292 / 246-269

*Reminder: Joe Biden won with 306 EC Votes, 2020
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This is the Base Model
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Some Numbers to Consider: This Race Has Tightened
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The Top 
Trendlines We See 

TODAY: 

Some Movement 
to Trump
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Trendlines , cont’d: 

Democrats’ Poll 
Positions
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The Top Trendlines: DOWN BALLOT DIFFERENCES

STEP 1: Across

STEP 2: DOWN

33

The Latest on Early Voting Numbers – UP TO ABOUT 13% of 
TOTAL EXPECTED VOTE – This is a HIGH Early #

• For Early Voting numbers here for the 2024 General Election, go here.
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https://election.lab.ufl.edu/early-vote/
https://election.lab.ufl.edu/early-vote/2024-early-voting/
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With Early Voting, cont’d – ALSO – Be Sure to Scroll 
Down the Page Here!
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With Early Voting, cont’d, by Age
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https://election.lab.ufl.edu/early-vote/2024-early-voting/
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With Early Voting, cont’d, by Gender
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With Early Voting, cont’d, by Ethnicity
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The 7 – 8 States That Matter the Most in 2024…?
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https://www.realclearpolling.com/stories/analysis/swing-state-polling-closer-than-ever?ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN)&mc_cid=c2e557fc4e&mc_eid=065e77b229
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Here’s What to Consider – Among Seven ”Swing” States

• Total of 93 EV (Electoral Votes) across these 7 states

• Dems control Governorships in 5 of 7 = 71 Electoral Votes
 (AZ; MI; NC; PA; WI)

• GOP controls Governorships in 2 of 7 = 22 Electoral Votes
 (GA; NV)

• Yet, both AZ (11) and GA (16) are trending RED = 27 EVs

• 71 – 27 = 44 Dem Swings vs. 27 GOP Swings (one can add NV’s 6 EVs to either)
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Counties Matter…Just Not ALL Counties!

• There are 3,100 counties in the USA;

• Here is what to pay attention to:

• Somewhere between 8 to 11 counties are truly PURPLE and determine the 
split to a Presidential Candidate x their “size” (density)
• There are 15 to 20 TOTAL COUNTIES that constitute “hues of purple overall
 – NOTE: double this number of counties in a Midterm Election

• There are EIGHT TYPES of COUNTIES in the “USA Electoral Map”

42
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It Is The Counties That Matter…Just Not ALL Counties!
REMEMBER - There are EIGHT TYPES of COUNTIES in the “USA Electoral Map”
• The DOZEN COUNTIES THAT MATTER, OVERALL:*
• In PA: 1. Northampton County; 2. Erie County; 3. Bucks County;
• In AZ: 4. Maricopa County; 5. Pima County;
• In GA: 6. Fulton County; 7. Gwinnett County;

• In MI: 8. Kent County; 9. Oakland County;
• In NV: 10. Clark County; 11. Washoe County;
• In WI: 12. Waukesha County; 13. Dane County.

NOTES: 

*NOTE I often do not include Allegheny and/or Erie Counties (PA). In some models / cases, have added them to the 
Models. Depends on some other factors.
Used to include Counties in OH and CO and sometimes even FL...I do so less often these days.
And Cobb and Gwinnett are basically the same thing demographically and politically, so that's like another half of one.
Additional ones to add can include: Wake (NC); Wayne (Mich.); Brown (WI); Lackawanna (PA); Miami-Dade (FL); and Douglas 
(which most of NE-2).
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The County “Corridor” in Wisconsin 

Source: Dr. David McCuan, Professor & Chair, Dept. of POLS
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The Eight Types of Counties in the USA Electoral Map

• The Urban Cores

• The Exurbs

• The Shifting Suburbs

• The Swingy Rurals

• The Polarized Rurals

• Rural Red America

• Hispanic Heartlands

• Native Reservations
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Where is The Vote? Punctuated by the “Swingers” – O-O-T-T Voters

Source: Dr. David McCuan, Professor & Chair, Dept. of POLS
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This Misses TWO KEY Counties – They Are…?
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Yet The +Democratic 
Gender Gap is HUGE, 

Mid-August 2024
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These are mentions of either 
the terms, “rigged election” or 
“election interference” by the 

former President in his 
speeches and rhetoric:

What of the Aftermath of 05 November & Moving Forward?
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The Tinderbox of Chaos Election That is Ahead

53
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The Five Conditions for Chaos

1. Desperate Donald Trump;
2. A Super-Close Election;
3. Battleground States, Legal Smackdown;
4. The Gun-Behind-the-Door Threat(s) of Violence; and
5. The Dis-, Mis, and Mal-Information Wars of Perception Post-Election

All of this = a play for exploiting our on-going, existing divisions within 
our Body Politic.
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This is Part Of a Broader, Deeper Assault by DJT & His 
Supporters Than What We Have Previously Seen
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The Timeline of Events That Are Still Unfolding…

AI-Generated Image
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Careful – This is NOT the Same as 2020
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General 
Presidential 

Election Timeline
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https://www.britannica.com/event/United-States-presidential-election-of-2024
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2024 Presidential 
Election Timeline,
According to the 

National Archives
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The “Contingent Election” Electoral College Process

• Calendars, dates matter…
• In every Presidential election since 1824, once it was known who had won the 

electoral votes of each state, one candidate has always had the required majority 
of electoral votes.

• If and when it happens that no candidate wins the required majority [at present 
270] of electoral votes, there will be a (prospective) Electoral College deadlock 
that must be resolved through the contingent procedure.

• Electoral College deadlock can result from either of two circumstances:
• An electoral vote tie (269 to 269) between two (major party) candidates, or
• A multi-candidate election in which a third (etc.) candidate wins some electoral votes, with 

the result that even the leading candidate fails to win 270 electoral votes.
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https://www.archives.gov/files/electoral-college/state-officials/state-officials-key-dates.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/electoral-college/state-officials/state-officials-key-dates.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/electoral-college/state-officials/state-officials-key-dates.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/electoral-college/state-officials/state-officials-key-dates.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/electoral-college/key-dates
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The “Contingent Election,” cont’d

• In the event of Electoral College deadlock, the “contingent procedure” comes into 
effect, i.e.,
• The Presidential election is thrown into the House of Representatives,

• voting by state delegations (one state, one vote)
• from among the top three candidates; and

• The Vice Presidential election is thrown into the Senate,
• voting by individuals
• from among the top two candidates.

• In each House, balloting continues until a candidate receives the required majority, which at 
the present time is
• 26 states in the House and
• 51 Senators.
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The “Contingent Election,” cont’d

• What would happen if the popular vote produced such a tie?

• Despite the electoral vote tie, one or other candidate would be the “popular vote winner,” most 
likely by a small but fairly clear margin (e.g., 100,000+ votes).
• This fact would attract a lot of attention and produce some expectation that the popular vote winner 

should become president.

• One or more “faithless electors” might break the tie when electoral votes are cast on December 
17, 2024.
• Should there be such “faithless electors,” they would probably be electors pledged to vote for the 

“popular vote loser” who instead would vote for the “popular vote winner.”
• But contemporary party polarization probably makes such defections unlikely.
• Moreover, the actions of electors would likely be influenced by expectations concerning the prospective 

outcome under the contingent procedure.
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https://www.archives.gov/files/electoral-college/state-officials/state-officials-key-dates.pdf
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Where to get Information on politics…

Resources for 2024: All Politics is GLOCAL 

Your Questions, Comments, & Concerns?

Anything further, please Contact me at:

david.mccuan@sonoma.edu
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Where to Find Info.: The Politics of the New Roaring ’20s

• www.thegreenpapers.com
• https://libguides.princeton.edu/elections (historical election results, links, statistics)
• https://split-ticket.org/  (Map states and counties for possible results!)
• https://www.electproject.org/
• www.votesmart.org
• http://election.princeton.edu
• www.opensecrets.org (The Ctr for Responsive Politics, $$)
• http://funderscommittee.org/ (Dem. $$)
• www.politico.com
• www.centerforpolitics.org (UVA)
• www.electoralmaps.org 
• www.uselectionatlas.org 

• How to Read Polls, in general, some guidelines:

• https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2020-election/here-are-five-questions-ask-when-
analyzing-political-polls-n1053401 
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On Polling & Polling ”Error” in 2024

• Pew Public Opinion Polling Basics:
• https://www.pewresearch.org/course/public-opinion-

polling-basics/ 

and

• Washington Post (WaPo) Polling Averages 
Methodology:

• https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/2024/06/26
/presidential-polling-averages-methodology/ 
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Places for Still More Political Info.:

On the Gender Gap, Center for American Women in Politics, Rutgers U. (see, for example, the 
“Gender Gap in Presidential elections,” here.
 
www.smartvoter.org
www.factcheck.org
www.vote.caltech.edu

Websites for Polling…Data…and Direct Democracy (DD):
http://gallup.com
http://www.ppic.org/survey/ 
https://igs.berkeley.edu/research/berkeley-igs-poll 
http://www.iandrinstitute.org/
http://www.iandrinstitute.org/data.cfm

Overview of the Effects of Negative Political Advertising:
https://journalistsresource.org/politics-and-government/negative-political-ads-effects-voters-
research-roundup/ 
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https://www.pewresearch.org/course/public-opinion-polling-basics/
https://www.pewresearch.org/course/public-opinion-polling-basics/
https://www.pewresearch.org/course/public-opinion-polling-basics/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/2024/06/26/presidential-polling-averages-methodology/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/2024/06/26/presidential-polling-averages-methodology/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/2024/06/26/presidential-polling-averages-methodology/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/2024/06/26/presidential-polling-averages-methodology/
https://cawp.rutgers.edu/
https://cawp.rutgers.edu/gender-gap-voting-choices-presidential-elections
http://www.factcheck.org/
http://www.vote.caltech.edu/
https://igs.berkeley.edu/research/berkeley-igs-poll
http://www.iandrinstitute.org/
http://www.iandrinstitute.org/data.cfm
https://journalistsresource.org/politics-and-government/negative-political-ads-effects-voters-research-roundup/
https://journalistsresource.org/politics-and-government/negative-political-ads-effects-voters-research-roundup/


10/23/24

35

More Websites for Politics & Elections Info.

• elections.gmu.edu 
• https://mediaproject.wesleyan.edu/
• www.pollster.com
• www.gallup.com
• www.pollsandvotes.com
• www.cqpolitics.com
• www.rollcall.com ; www.thehill.com
• www.fivethirtyeight.com
• www.pewresearch.org 
• http://blog.lib.umn.edu/cspg/smartpolitics/

Just on money / $$$ below:
• www.opensecrets.org
• www.maplight.org
• www.followthemoney.org
• www.campaignfinance.org

Where to find old, classic “political speeches?:

http://users.wfu.edu/louden/Political%20Comm
unication/Class%20Information/SPEECHES.html 

MIT Election Science + Data Lab:

https://electionlab.mit.edu/data 

• EasyVoterGuide.Org 
• Vote411.org
• sos.ca.gov/elections

• VoteSmart.org
• SoCoVotes.com
• LWVSonoma.org
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Top CA Elections Resources: NOV 2024 CA Resources
• CVF Online Guide:
www.calvoter.org 
https://calvoter.org/covg
• Voter’s Edge: KEY, HELPFUL RESOURCE FOR ALL OF US!
http://votersedge.org/
https://votersedge.org/ca/
• Official CA Voter’s Guide:
http://www.voterguide.sos.ca.gov/
• California Choices Guide:
http://www.californiachoices.org 
• CA Dept. of Finance, Demographic Research Unit:
http://www.dof.ca.gov/Forecasting/Demographics/
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2024 Election Scenario Planner:

Analyses of Potential Outcomes in the 2024 Election
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