
Alpha House Week 3

• Irony 
• Cynicism
• Trump’s Positions
• First They Came For…
• Pendulum Politics
• Mike Pence fly jokes



Layering of Irony

• Much of Garry Trudeau’ humor is based upon 
the layering of ironies:
– Character A makes “outrageous” statements, unaware 

of their incongruity. 
– We, the audience, can see an obvious disjuncture 

between what character A says and the surrounding 
reality of that statement.

– Character B in the same scene may also be aware of 
the disjuncture and may either comment upon it or 
play along with it sarcastically.

• The humor comes from feeling superior to the 
foibles of character A, who never catches on.



Layering of Irony

• Alpha House Example: 
– Barber shop scene in the Ruby Shoals episode
– A patron talks about his hard-earned disability and 

unemployment benefits
– At the same time he denounces “takers” who feed 

off of government handouts.



Irony October 11, 2020

• Casino TV Ad:
– “Stimulus Package Special!”



What The World Thinks Of Us
--Café in London 2016



“No matter how cynical I become
I still can’t keep up.” 

--Lily Tomlin















The Gerrymander
March 1812 South Essex, Massachusetts

Gerrymander => Governor Gerry + Salamander



First They Came For…
• Signboard at Oakland protest:

– “First They Came For The Journalists…”
– “We don’t know what happened after that”

– Referential humor refers to:
• German Pastor Martin Niemoller’s lament of inaction upon watching the Nazis 

remove from society:
– Communists 
– Socialists
– Trade Unionists
– Jews
– …Before coming for him

• October 9, 2020:
– SF Bay Guardian voting recommendation website goes down
– (It has now been restored) Causes unknown



SF Bay Guardian Website Hijacked?
October 9, 2020

“Clean Slate” Recommendations Inaccessible



Pendulum Politics

• Also called Cyclical Theory of U.S. Politics
• Model used by historians Arthur M. Schlesinger Sr. 

and Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr. to explain the 
fluctuations in politics throughout American history

• In this theory, the United States's national mood 
alternates between liberalism and conservatism

• Nice idea, but it’s just a description of events up until 
the 1960s



Schlesinger's liberal-conservative cycle



Mike Pence Fly Jokes
• “Mike Pence’s fly is showing”
• “On its way to Walter Reed” (Picture of fly lying on its back)
• “The fly has sold his life story to Netflix”
• “That fly knows its manure better than anyone in the 

building.”
• “The fly adhered to the 2 minute time limit better than 

either candidate.” (2 min 3 seconds)
• “That fly created more buzz than either of the candidates”
• “Did the fly plant babies? If so, would Pence abort them?”
• Who will play the fly on the SNL cold opening?
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