
How the Federal Courts in U.S. Are Structured



} Article 3 Section 1
} Constitution Creates the Supreme Court
} Congress Creates All Lower Federal Courts

Original vs. Appellate Jurisdiction   
} Judges Appointed For How Long:
} “Good Behavior”
} How Remove?

} Article 3 Section 3 – Treason Defined



} Trial Courts
} Appellate Courts
} Supreme Court

} (Names differ but all
states have this format.)

} Trial Courts
} Appellate Courts
} US Supreme Court

} (Explain where, how 
many, Districts.)







} When In Session: 1st/Monday of Oct. to June
Cases: 7,000 Petitions(writs/certiorari) per   

year- Only 100 or so accepted.
} Types of Cases: New Issues and “Splits”.
} Law Clerks: 3-4 each Justice- Reads Petitions-

Drafts Opinions 
} Briefs: 50 pgs/max (Amicus Curiae )
} Oral Argument: On Mon-Wed AM  (30 mins +/-)
} Conferences:  Wed, PM and Fri, PM  
} How Conferences Work? Absolutely Secret!
} Behind the Scenes Discussions- Key !



} Full Faith and Credit
} Why Important?

All Litigation - Judgments
Marriage Issues
Adoption Issues
Gay Marriage?
Property Rights.



} Fugitive Slave Act

} Extradition

} New States

} Ensure a Republican Form of Govt.



} Article 5: How Amend the Constitution? 
(Compromise for Slave States- Don’t Change 
Slave Trade before 1809)

} Article 6:  
} Law of the Land – “Supremacy Clause.” 
} No Religious Test (so-called “Separation of 

Church and State.”) Note: This Is Not 
First Amendment- It Is Establishment Clause



Unanimous Consent - But Still Had To Get It 
Ratified – Needed Nine (9) States.

Big Opposition !! Vast Majority of America 
Knew Little if Anything of the Convention

Remember Our First Class? 
(Two major cultural and political 

tendencies in our nation.)
“Federalists vs. Non- Federalist”

“Federalist Papers” – (Madison, Hamilton 
Mason) plus a Promise of a ‘Bill of Rights’.




